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City of Empire Ordinance Regulating Buildings and Construction

SECTION 1 TITLE

The title of this ordinance shall be Ordinance No. 415, City of Empire Ordinance Regulating
Buildings and Construction, except as referred to herein as “this Ordinance”.

SECTION 2 STATE BUILDING CODE ADOPTED PERPETUALLY

The Minnesota State Building Code, as authorized by Minn. Stat., § 326B. 101 to 326B.16,
including all of the amendments, rules and regulations established, adopted and published from
time to time by the Minnesota Commissioner of Administration, through the Building Codes and
Standards Unit is hereby adopted by reference as if fully set forth herein, with the exception of the
optional chapters, unless specifically adopted in this Ordinance. A copy of the Minnesota State
Building Code must be kept available for public use in the office of the Building Official.

SECTION 3 OPTIONAL CHAPTERS

The Minnesota State Building Code, in Minnesota Rules Chapter 1300, allows the jurisdiction to
adopt by reference and enforce certain optional chapters of the most current edition of the
Minnesota State Building Code. The City has not elected to adopt any optional chapters of the
code.

SECTION 4 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

The application, administration, and enforcement of the code shall be in accordance with Minnesota
State Building Code. The code enforcement agency of this jurisdiction is called the Building
Official. This code shall be enforced by the Minnesota Certified Building Official designated by the
City to administer the code (Minnesota Statute 326B.133, subdivision 1).

SECTION 5 BUILDING PERMITS

It is unlawful for any person to construct, alter, expand or otherwise perform work on a structure
within the city which is subject to the building code for which a permit is required without first
obtaining a building permit. No building permit shall be issued unless the building or structure and
proposed use of the land comply with the requirements of this Code.

SECTION 6 PERMITS AND FEES

The issuance of permits and the collection of fees shall be as authorized in Minn. Stat. § 326B.151.
Permit fees shall be assessed for work governed by this code in accordance with the fee schedule
adopted by the City by separate ordinance. In addition, a surcharge fee shall be collected on all
permits issued for work governed by this code in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 326B. | 48.

SECTION 7 SWIMMING POOLS

A. Purpose. It is the purpose of this section is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by
establishing regulations for swimming pool permits in the City of Empire.

B. Security Fencing.

1. All swimming pools shall be completely enclosed with security fencing (chain link or
decorative) at least 48 inches in height and that discourages climbing. All fencing gates
shall be equipped with self-closing and self-latching devices. Gates providing access to
public swimming pools, shall have locking devices to prevent after hours entry. All gates
shall have the latch mounted no less than 42 inches above the walking surface on either
side of the gate.
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2. For above-ground pools with walls at least 48 in height, the pool wall may serve as the
fence requirement as long as the pool ladder or stairs can be secured, locked or removed
to prevent access.

3. Exception. In the Agricultural Preservation Zoning District, the requirement for security
fencing may be waived for a private in-ground swimming pool, provided the swimming
pool is fitted with an automatic safety cover. The City shall have complete discretion in
determining whether a particular proposed automatic safety cover is adequate to waive
the requirement for security fencing. Manufacturer’s detailed information including the
weight resistance shall be submitted with the pool permit application.

C. Permits Required

No swimming pool shall be constructed, erected, repaired or altered without first obtaining
the necessary zoning, building, plumbing, and/or electrical permits from the City. Permit
fees are established by the City Council in a separate ordinance.

D. Plans and Specifications Required

1. Site plans are required to be submitted for all swimming pools. At a minimum, these
plans must provide details about the size and height of the pool, setbacks from property
lines and other structures, fences or gates, and any information necessary to determine
compliance with this ordinance and other City ordinances. The City may request
additional information as needed.

2. Detailed plans and specifications are required to be submitted with permit application for
an inground swimming pool. Plans shall be drawn to scale by competent professionals
and shall include details for site excavation, construction, plumbing, electrical, and
fencing. The City Building Official shall determine the plan detail necessary to obtain
permits for proposed swimming pool construction.

SECTION 8 VIOLATIONS

A violation of the code may be considered a misdemeanor under Minn. Stat. § 326B.082, Subd.
16.

SECTION 9 REPEAL
Ordinance No. 415-A is hereby repealed and placed with this Ordinance.
SECTION 10 EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage, approval and
publication. Adopted by the City Council of the City of Empire, Dakota County, Minnesota this
22nd day of April, 2025.

Melanie Lee, Mayor

ATTEST:

Charles Seipel-Teng, Clerk-Administrator
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Summary published in the Dakota County Tribune on May 2nd, 2025.
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