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City of Empire Boulevard Tree Removal Program 

The City of Empire has adopted Ordinance No. 370, An Ordinance Regulating Trees in the City of 

Empire. 

The adoption of this ordinance provides that the City can create a program for which property owners 

may apply to have hazardous trees in the boulevard adjacent to their property removed by the City if the 

tree meets the following criteria: 

• The tree must be considered a “Hazardous Tree” per the Ordinance.  

• The tree must be located in the boulevard. 

• The tree must have been initially planted as a requirement by the City.   

• The planting of new trees in the boulevard is prohibited, unless the adjacent property owner has 

written approval by the City.  

The Ordinance defines a “Hazardous Tree” as: 

Any public or private tree or part thereof which:    

1) is dead, dying, broken, or decayed; 

2) obstructs street lights, traffic signs, or the view of any street 

3) obstructs the free passage of pedestrians or vehicles; 

4) is causing the surface of a public street, curb, or sidewalk to be up-heaved or otherwise disturbed; 

5) injures or poses an imminent threat of injury to the sewer system, electric power lines, gas lines, 

water lines or other public improvement; or 

6) constitutes an imminent danger to the health, safety or well-being of the general public. 

 

Funding for this program will be considered on an annual basis when the City of Empire sets its budget 

and levy for the year.  Once an application for removal is received, City staff will inspect the tree to 

make sure that the tree is eligible for removal.  Trees will be removed on a first come first served basis 

and the City will only remove as many trees per year as the budget allows.   

**For 2025, funding for this program, up to $25,000, has been incorporated into the preliminary 

budget.  The final budget will be considered in December of 2024 and tree removal will not begin 

until 2025. ** 
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City of Empire Boulevard Tree Removal Program 

Applicant Information 

Name: ________________________              Address: _________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________ 

 

Number of trees currently in the adjacent boulevard: ___________ 

Number of hazardous boulevard trees requested to be removed: __________ 

 

I, as the property owner adjacent to the boulevard, certify that: 

• I have read the information on the first page of this application and understand the criteria for 

removal of the boulevard tree through this program.   

• I understand that once the tree is removed, a new tree cannot be planted in the boulevard to 

replace it.   

• I understand that the City has full discretion to accept or deny my request.  

• I understand that removal is on a first come, first served basis and that this program is limited to 

the annual amount that the City sets aside for this program.   

 

Owner’s Signature________________________________  Date: _____________________ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

DATE SUMBMITTED: ____________ 

INSPECTED BY: _______________________   DATE: _____________ 

NUMBER OF REPORTED TREES ELIGIBLE FOR REMOVAL: ______ 

COST ESTIMATE FOR REMOVAL: _____________   COST ACTUAL: _______________ 

DATE PROPERTY OWNER NOTIFIED: ____________  DATE REMOVED: ________________ 

 


